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that in spite of words and things, a good
number of surgeons, after having diagnosti-
cated their inflammatory strangulation, have
recourse to the bath as an excellent adjuvant
to the taxis, and explain its pretended effi-
cacy, by saying that it diminishes inflamma-
tion : as if when the penis were strangulated
by a metallic ring, which would be an exact
image of real strangulation, the bath could
do anything towards soothing the engorge-
meut of the glans, or to assist its escape from
the ring. In another paper I shall treat of
true hernial strangulation, but I shall more
immediately pursue the subject of simple
inflammation in intestinal hernias, where it
presents shades as well marked as in the
omental hernias which we have just consi-
dered.
We shall continue to make epitomised ex-
tracts from the interesting observations of
this writer.
STONE IN THE FEMALE BLADDER
DILATATION OF THE URETHRA.
J. PEYTON PICK, M.R.C.S.L.
To tlte Editor qf THE LANCET.
SIR,-The following case appears to me to
illustrate the extent to which the female ure-
thra in a very young subject may be safely
dilated. I am, Sir, yours obediently,
R.C.S L.
Braunton, near Barnstaple,
Dec. z41.
May 4, 1841. Elizabeth Barnes, six years
and a half old,.of a wan and anxious coun-
tenance, with an emaciated body, has been
afilicted for the lasttwo years with a frequent
desire to pass her urine ; to accomplish which
she is obliged, after having seated herself
upon the utensil, to throw herself forward
until her head nearly touches the ground,
and at the same time she takes hold of the
anterior part of the nymphae, which is very
much elongated by her pulling it in this
position ; after making many painful efforts,
she passes a little urine, accompanied with
a great deal of irritation of the rectum, and
a discharge of faeces mixed with mucus and
blood. To such an extent is the rectum sym-
pathetically affected, that one medical man,
supposing that some foreign body, such as a
pin, had lodged in the bowel, had ordered
leeches to the fundament, &c. On testing
the urine with litmus paper, it was found
slightly acid, but not more so, I think, than
is usually the state of this iluid in health
On passing an instrument into the bladder, 1
distinctly felt a stone. My talented friend
Mr. March, of Barnstaple, was kind enougl
to see the case with me, when we decidec
ou removing it by dilatation. For this pur
pose Mr. March kindly lent me an instru-
ment very ingeniously contrived by himself,
and well adapted for the case. I had
great trouble and difficulty in accomplishing
my object, as the little patient was always
very refractory, and could not be kept still
for an instant ; but having passed the instru-
ment about seven or eight times in the course
of ten days, I was enabled to take away the
stone with a pair of lithotomy-forceps. It
weighed six drachms and forty grains, and
measured in circumference four inches and a
quarter by three and three-quarters. She was
ordered a dose of opium, which was to be
repeated, if necessary, in a few hours.
14. Has had a tolerably quiet night, but
complains of pain in the abdomen. On
pressing near the right groin great pain is
produced. The pulse is 160, full and firm,
but she is evidently greatly excited by my
presence. There is profuse perspiration,
with great heat of the body; complains of
thirst : complete f tinnf bit
she does not complain of any pain in the
urethra. She was bled to eight ounces,
which made her faint, and she said the pain
was almost gone from the belly. The blood
was very much buffed. Ordered a laxative
of compound jalap powder immediately, to
be followed by
1-k Calomel, gr. j ;
Tartarised antimony, gr.l. M.
To be taken every three hours.
15. Better; has had a quiet night, but
there is still some pain on pressure near the
left groin ; pulse 125 ; can retain a little
water. Continue the medicines every four
hours ; twelve leeches to be applied to the
affected part.
16. till some tenderness in the abdomen ;
pulse 108. Continue medicines; apply a
hot poultice of bran to the abdomen.
I 17. Better ; pain in abdomen gone ; pulse
90. Omit medicines.
She gradually recovered, and had regained
perfect command over her bladder in less
than a month by day, but at night there was,
when I saw her about six weeks since, still
incontinence of water, unless she was awoke
up at a certain period during the night, or it
was prevented by abstinence from any liquid
for a few hours previously to retiring to rest.
Stone in the bladder, I believe, is a very rare
affection in this part of Devonshire.
KING’S COLLEGE HOSPITAL.
CASE OF HYDROPHOBIA.-TREATMENT AT FIRST
I BY PRUSSIC ACID, AND SUBSEQUENTLY BY
THE APPLICATION OF ICE TO THE SPINE.
EMMANUEL SoULT, aged 7, a pale, thin
boy, of delicate appearance, was admitted
under the care of Dr. Todd, on the 22nd of
November, 1841. Two months ago while ’
playing in the street, a dog ran past and
